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To our most valued Danville Science Center supporters, 

This past year, the Danville Science Center enjoyed our highest attendance on record. That success was 
achieved through a mixture of programming, events, outreach and support from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and our community. Support from you! 

We had the opportunity to welcome nearly 56,000 guests this year who enjoyed programming in our 
Butterfly Station, J.T. – Minnie Maude Charitable Trust Creativity Lab and permanent exhibition galleries. 
Additionally, we brought a host of STEM learning opportunities to the community with four different 
touring exhibitions: Thomas & Friends™: Explore the Rails!, Design Zone, Hands-On Harley-Davidson™ and 
Science Unplugged. As you may have expected, Thomas & Friends™ was a guest favorite! 

In The Dome, we presented three new features, Magic Globe, Dinosaurs of Antarctica and 3-2-1 Liftoff!, 
thanks to support from local organizations like the Kiwanis Club of Danville Foundation and the 
Community Foundation of the Dan River Region, as well as an anonymous donor. Exciting news: In the 
coming year, we are completing the largest upgrade to The Dome since its opening with more advanced 
projectors, computers, lighting and speakers. Seeing a feature in this immersive theater later this fall will 
have an even bigger impact!

Finally, this year a grant from the Walmart Neighborhood Market allowed us to expand the Science 
Center’s reach by providing 50 families in our community with a Museums for All membership free of 
charge. Helping to remove financial barriers ensures that the broadest cross section of the community 
has access to the Science Center’s resources and is vital to helping us achieve our mission. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the staff of the Danville Science Center, we would like to thank 
you for being a part of our journey this year. We could not have provided our inclusive and innovative 
programming without the support of our community – without you. 

Here’s to a new year of STEM discovery at the Danville Science Center!
 

Wendy Sampson
President, Danville Science Center, Inc.

Adam Goebel
Executive Director, Danville Science Center



A Year In Review 



Design Zone                                                                                                                                             
September 17, 2022–January 2, 2023

Design Zone offered guests the opportunity to develop math 
literacy and engineering design skills which are essential for 
careers in the 21st century. Guests were shown that math is not 
just a subject in school, but a fundamental, creative tool that is 
necessary to design, invent and solve real-world challenges.

Thomas & Friends™: Explore the Rails!
May 28–September 4, 2022

Thomas & Friends™: Explore the Rails! was a phenomenal 
interactive exploration of STEM literacy through playful learning 
experiences. This exhibition incorporated STEM practices such 
as problem-solving, creative thinking, and cause and effect into 
play. With over 300 guests on opening day alone, Thomas & 
Friends™: Explore the Rails! was one of the most popular touring 
exhibitions the Science Center has ever hosted.  

Hands-On Harley-Davidson™
January 13–May 15, 2023

This exhibition gave guests the opportunity to explore the 
history and mechanics behind one of America‘s most iconic 
motorcycle brands. The one-of-a-kind experience introduced 
children to the world of real-life motorcycle engineering through 
hands-on activities that introduced the basic principles behind 
physics, engineering and design.

Science Unplugged	
May 27–September 10, 2023

Science Unplugged got back to basics with hands-on elements 
demonstrating scientific concepts found in architecture and 
physics. The exhibition gave guests the chance to build bridges, 
reconstruct world-famous arches, stack blocks to make a gravity-
defying cantilever, experiment with pulleys and gears, and more! 



Dome Features
Magic Globe
January–May 2023 

Guests discovered the science behind the Sun and Earth’s 
seasons as they followed Mia, a little girl who found a 
mysterious piece of astronomical machinery that allowed 
her to alter the climate. Throughout the film, Mia‘s eccentric 
uncle convinces her to use the tool‘s secret powers to change 
the world‘s seasons, but she soon realizes the consequences 
of their actions. Mia took guests on a thrilling adventure to 
discover the power of friendship, family and working together 
to make the world a better place.

Dinosaurs of Antarctica
September 2022–May 2023 

Guests were invited to discover Antarctica as it was millions of 
years ago: a land of giants where colossal creatures roamed the 
forests and swamps. This educational feature followed intrepid 
Antarctic scientists on a quest to understand the ice continent’s 
profound transformation and what clues it may hold for our 
own future. 

3-2-1 Liftoff!
May 2023–Present 

Elon the hamster discovers a damaged robot in his garden. 
After repairing it with parts from the junkyard he lives in, Elon 
learns the robot fell from a spaceship that leaves in just three 
days to prepare Mars for habitation. Will Elon return the robot 
in time? This animated adventure about the courage and wits 
needed to get to space and back is keeping guests on the edge 
of their seats! 



Special Programming 
J.T. – Minnie Maude Charitable Trust 
Creativity Lab
The Creativity Lab provided fun and engaging experiences 
throughout the year. Each week creators were presented with 
a new challenge ranging from coding basics to engineering 
their very own Rube Goldberg. Offered twice daily, these STEM 
challenges have proven a welcome activity at the Science 
Center, with guests returning regularly to discover the power 
of their own creativity. This year, more than 1,675 guests have 
participated in Creativity Lab programming! 

Science Summer Camps 
This year, the Science Center offered four science summer 
camps: Game On and Watershed Warriors for campers ages 
8-12, and Kitchen Science and Just Add Water for campers ages 
4-7. Each camp featured hands-on, STEM-related activities and 
was full of excited young learners, with over 50 participants in 
total. Summer camp is a popular offering for our community. 
Many campers returned from last year and we had a waitlist this 
summer.  

Stream Into the V.O.I.D.  
Stream Into the V.O.I.D (Virtual Online Interstellar Discussion) 
highlighted a range of exciting interstellar happenings this year. 
From delving into deep space with images from the James Webb 
Space Telescope to discovering how NOAA and Space Force 
use space technology to locate missing persons, Stream Into 
the V.O.I.D. captured the imaginations of learners on multiple 
virtual platforms. To keep up to date with future intergalactic 
adventures, follow us on YouTube or Facebook!



Sponsor a Brick at the Science Center
Since 1995, the Science Center has welcomed hundreds of 
thousands of people through its doors, inspiring each guest 
to enrich their lives through science! 

When guests visit the Science Center, they learn how STEM 
makes up nearly every facet of life and are inspired to tap 
into their curiosity in the world. Sponsoring a brick on the 
Pathway to Science supports educational opportunities at 
the Science Center. 

Sponsor a brick (or several), personalized with your message, 
as a permanent expression of your dedication to the future of 
the Danville area. Contact 434.791.5160 x 204 to learn more.

AUTISM AWARENESS 5K

Wobble
& Gobble

- Junior Wednesday Club -

Event Highlights
Butterfly Hello! 
Over 200 guests celebrated the opening of the Butterfly Station 
on Saturday, April 15, 2023. This exciting event was free of 
charge to our community thanks to generous local foundations 
and donors, especially the Neighborhood Walmart and the 
Womack Foundation! Learners of all ages explored the garden, 
learned about a butterfly’s life cycle, made butterfly crafts and 
participated in nature activities with our staff and volunteers.

Wobble & Gobble Autism Awareness 5k
The Junior Wednesday Club hosted its 6th annual Wobble & 
Gobble Autism Awareness 5k in person on November 5, 2022. 
The event raised $10,500 to benefit autism-inclusive 
programming and early childhood education programs at 
the Science Center!

Sensory Santa
The Science Center partnered with the Hughes Center to host 
Sensory Santa, an event where the clients and residents of The 
Hughes Center and members of the public took sensory-friendly 
photos with Santa and enjoyed the Science Center modified for 
sensory sensitivities. The event was sponsored by The Hughes 
Center and proceeds from the Junior Wednesday Club’s Wobble
& Gobble Autism Awareness 5K.  



Board of Directors 2023-2024Operational Financial Information for FY23

Revenues
Annual Giving and Partnerships	  $	 55,936.35
Retail Sales	  $	 39,580.36
Fundraising	  $	 28,608.45
Other Contributions	  $	 41,091.30

Total Revenue	  $	165,216.46

Expenses
Science Center Support	  $	 45,000.00
Personnel & Benefits	  $	 54,324.87
Office Supplies	  $	 2,125.76
Printing & Postage	  $	 3,375.03
Fundraising	  $	 6,220.38
Professional Fees	  $	 5,000.00
Insurance	  $	 1,488.00
Marketing/Advertising	  $	 7,212.72
Development/Donor Recognition	  $	 387.95
Autism Programming Funds 	  $	 28,670.15
Equipment	  $	 546.03
Butterfly Garden	  $	 2,007.98
Retail Shop	  $	 16,503.93
Shop Sales Tax & CC Fees	  $	 2,932.12
Director’s Discretionary Fund	  $	 902.14
Administrative Expense	  $	 2,863.44

Total Expenses	  $	179,560.50

Starting Unrestricted Assets at
Beginning of Year             	 $	 38,715.54 
Net Unrestricted Assets at End of Year 	 $	 24,371.50 
	

Mrs. Wendy Sampson
President 

Mr. Steve Matney
Vice President 

Mr. Thomas C. Campbell Jr.
Treasurer 

Mr. B. Cabell Barrow 
Secretary 

Mrs. Petra Haskins
Past President 

Mr. Delos Boyer
Mrs. Debra C. Carlson
Mrs. Beverly Cocke
Mr. Adam Goebel
Mrs. Christy Harper
Dr. J. Steve Mahoney
Mrs. Leslie Mantiply
Dr. Nathan H. Payne
Mr. Todd Showalter
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Spainhour
Mrs. Carrie Syvanthong
Mr. Patrick Wales
Mr. Frederick Wilkerson

Mrs. Lauren Mathena
Trustee 

Mrs. Mary Alice Buck-Hayes
Development Coordinator

DANVILLE SCIENCE CENTER FOUNDATION
The Danville Science Center Foundation is a nonprofit organization established to support the Danville Science Center.

 Operating costs for the year ending June 30, 2023:  

Event Highlights



Corporate Partners

Einstein’s Circle
The Hughes Center

Galileo’s Circle 
Dr. David Hungarland

Innovator
Baked Blessings, LLC
Daniel, Medley, and Kirby PLLC
Danville Distributing
KatieDid Florals
PATHS

Proton Partner
American National Bank and Trust
Axxor N.A. LLC
Moore Property Group LLC
FCS, Inc
Gallagher Insurance
Dr. Rachel Pullin, DDS

Synapsis Partner
Animal Medical Center 
Brookneal Drug Co.
Danville Pittsylvania Community 
   Services
Dewberry
First Citizens Bank
Mark Williams, Esq.
Perfect Smiles Dental
Support Services of Virginia

Fundamental Particles
Audiology Hearing Aid Associates
B. Cabell Barrow, PLLC
Bankers Insurance 
First Piedmont Corporation
Gentry Locke Attorneys
Harris, Harvey, Neal & Co. 
IRflex Corporation
Lewis Nursery, Inc. 
Mecklenburg Electric
Negril, Inc.
Office Plus Business Center
Premier Aesthetics
Ramsey Yeatts and Associates
Solex Architecture 

Restricted Grant Supporters 

$75,000 or more
Kiwanis Club of Danville Foundation

$50,000–$74,999
Helen S. and Charles G. Patterson Jr.
   Charitable Foundation Trust

$35,000–$49,999
Anonymous Trust

$10,000–$20,000
The Community Foundation of the 
   Dan River Region
Junior Wednesday Club
Philip N. Daly Sr. and Frances K. 
   Daly Trust

$5,000–$9,999
Womack Foundation

$2,500–$4,999
Walmart

$500–$999
The Garden Club of Danville

Organizational Donors

$10,000–$20,000
The Hughes Center

$5,000–$9,999
Dr. David Hungarland - Piedmont 
Health & Wellness, PC
Donnachaidh Associates, LLC.

$2,500–$4,999
Daniel, Medley & Kirby, P.C.
PATHS

$1,000–$2,499
American National Bank and Trust
Axxor N.A. LLC
Baked Blessings, LLC 
Moore Property Group LLC
FCS, Inc
Gallagher Insurance
Dr. Rachel Pullin, DDS

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
We gratefully acknowledge the following individuals, foundations, organizations and corporations whose 
generous support during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023, have allowed the Danville Science Center 

to make science engaging, meaningful and fun through innovative, exciting programs and exhibits.

$500–$999
Animal Medical Center 
Brookneal Drug Co.
Danville Pittsylvania Community Services
Davis Storage and Warehouse, Inc.
Dewberry
First Citizens Bank
Mark Williams, Esq.
Perfect Smiles Dental
Support Services of Virginia

$250–$499
Audiology Hearing Aid Associates
B. Cabell Barrow, PLLC
Bankers Insurance 
First Piedmont Corporation
Foxglove Clothing
Gentry Locke Attorneys
Harris, Harvey, Neal & Co. 
IRflex Corporation
KatieDid Florals
Lewis Nursery, Inc. 
Mecklenburg Electric
The Meredith Gravely School of Dance
Negril, Inc.
Office Plus Business Center
Premier Aesthetics
Ramsey Yeatts and Associates
Riverside Roof Truss
Solex Architecture 
Trophy and Sign Center

$100–$249
Combustion Technologies
The Arc of the Southside 

Thank you to our 
anonymous donors 

of every level!



Individual Donors

$3,500–$5,000
Mr. and Mrs. Danny L. Jones

$1,000–$2,999
Dr. and Mrs. J. S. Mahoney
Dr. David Hungarland and 
   Ms. Wendy Sampson
Mr. A. Benjamin Rippe
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Haskins
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Syvanthong
Mr. and Mrs. James A. L. Daniel
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Duncan
Mr. Christopher T. Moore
Mrs. Anne G. Foster
Mrs. Deborah Touchstone
Rev. Susan Hannah

$500–$999
Dr. and Mrs. Gary P. Miller
Dr. and Mrs. Mukesh Patel
Mr. Adam Evans and Mrs. Casey Evans
Mr. and Mrs. B. Cabell Barrow
Mr. and Mrs. Ben J. Davenport Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Claude B. Owen Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Vigouroux
Mr. and Mrs. Paul O’Callaghan
Mr. and Mrs. Roy G. Gignac Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Whitney Pritchett

$250–$499
Dr. and Mrs. Mar T. Escario
Dr. and Mrs. Mark C. Hermann
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Henderson IV
Mr. and Mrs. C. Dillon Barnett Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Wilkerson
Mr. and Mrs. G. Brooks Powell III
Mr. and Mrs. Ken W. Carlson
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Wales
Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Newnam
Mr. Charles Harris
Mrs. Gwen Baucom
Mrs. Jane Eggleston
Mrs. Kimbal Campbell
Mrs. Lisa Jalufka
The Honorable Donald W. Merricks

$1–$99
Dr. and Mrs. Michael A. Caplan
Dr. Keith H. Williams and 
   Dr. Corliss L. Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Billy G. Shelton
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Peppler
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Loftis
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Coleman
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hegnauer
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Gore
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Booth
Mr. and Mrs. Shotsie and 
   Mary Alice Buck-Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. Steven B. Daniels
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy D. Mathena
Mr. Chris Adcock
Mr. Corey Williams
Mr. Jacob Frith
Mr. Jeffrey R. Carson
Mr. Tim Beckworth
Mrs. and Mr. Lydia Beavers
Mrs. Anne T. Geyer
Mrs. Cathy Hurt
Mrs. Caroline Milstead
Mrs. Coral Lee Allmond
Mrs. Deborah Pruett
Mrs. Ellen Bass
Mrs. Jackie Cadotte
Mrs. Nellie Shea
Mrs. Peggy Conaway
Mrs. Ronnie K. Mand
Ms. Dawn Davis
Ms. Jeannie Cornelius
Ms. Katerina D. S. Holland
Ms. Kirk Bidgood
Ms. Linda Volkmer
Ms. Lorraine Womack
Ms. Millisa Chambers
Ms. Pat Bowman
Ms. Risa G. Brandon
Ms. Yolanda Paylor
Reverend and Mrs. Paul Gregory Johnson

$100–$249
Dr. and Mrs. Albert Payne
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur T. Silvers
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Zagol
Dr. and Mrs. Briggs Bauman
Dr. and Mrs. Eduardo M. Fraifeld
Dr. and Mrs. Jack B. Spainhour Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Nathan Payne
Dr. and Mrs. Robert P. Lenk
Dr. Constance Fletcher
Herb and Debi Manry
Miss Kathryn Nunley
Mr. and Mrs. Adam W. Goebel
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sampson
Mr. and Mrs. Donald O. Dees
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Herndon
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn W. Pulley
Mr. and Mrs. Jack V. Thomson II
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Eanes
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Calvert
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence G. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Mark B. Holland
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Hopkins
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Willis
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Showalter
Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Howard
Mr. and Mrs. Randall J. McDaniel
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Boerrigter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Vaughan Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Boerrigter
Mr. and Mrs. Steven V. Matney
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Showalter
Mr. and Mrs. W. Townes Lea Jr.
Mr. Forest A. Dalton
Mr. Harold F. Brinkley
Mr. John Kent
Mr. Kenneth Crews, Mrs. Alice Crews 
   and Mr. Matthew Crews
Mr. Larry Hasson and 
   Ms. Inez Rodenburg
Mr. Peter and Jo Ann Howard
Mr. Vaden Wright
Mrs. Angie Schoff
Mrs. Beverly Cocke
Mrs. Bonnie Barrow
Mrs. Brenda Bowman
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Wilson
Mrs. Hilda Williamson
Mrs. Lois N. MacFadden
Mrs. Moriah D. Shepherd
Mrs. Nan C. Freed
Ms. Androniki J. Fallis
Ms. Julie Fletcher
Ms. Nancy Ingram



677 Craghead Street  
Danville, Virginia 24541-1503
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